
 October is fire safety month, a 

good time each year to review emergency 

plans in the event of a fire.  There are 

many ways a fire can be prevented, as well 

as avoid injury if a sufficient plan is in 

place. 

 One of the most common causes 

to a fire in the home comes from cooking 

accidents.  Never leave the stove 

unattended for extended periods of time!  It 

is best to avoid wearing loose clothing that 

could catch fire while working over the 

stove.  Also, it is a good idea to keep away 

any items surrounding the stove that are 

flammable or combustible.  This includes 

any storage cabinets above or beside the 

stove area as well.  If using another 

cooking appliance that begins to smoke or 

have an unusual smell to it, turn it off and 

unplug it immediately! 

 Other common causes come from 

smoking, or use of supplemental heating 

equipment.  Especially now that we are 

starting to have cold nights and everyone is 

turning on the furnace, it is a good time to 

think about this if you use space heaters or 

a fireplace.  Do not leave a space heater 

unattended and do not leave the heater on 

while sleeping.  It is strongly recommended 

to only use the heater on the floor and 

keep several feet of the area surrounding 

the heater clear at all times. 

 If using a fireplace, make sure you 

have a fire-screen or fireplace glass 

installed.  These will keep sparks and 

embers from jumping out of the fireplace.  

Keep any firewood you may be using 

several feet away from the fire and never 

use coal.  Use of a firewood rack will 

prevent a log from rolling out of the 

fireplace.  Make sure only proper firewood 

is used as well.  Never burn trash, 

magazines, glossy newspaper inserts, or 

scrap lumber for they could contain harmful 

chemicals that could be released into your 

home. 
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 An escape plan that is regu-

larly practiced with the family will help 

provide quick and safe evacuation if 

ever needed.  Always have at least 

two exit plans for each room because 

one of them could be blocked by 

smoke and or flames.  Have a place 

for everyone to meet once outside to 

make sure that everyone is ok.  A 

neighbors house could be one loca-

tion of interest so they can call for 

help if no one has already done so. 

 One often overlooked con-

cept is how visible your house num-

bers are from the street.  Making sure 

that any emergency response vehi-

cles are able to quickly locate your 

house could make a huge difference 

in the outcome of the situation.  Valu-

able seconds and possibly minutes 

can be wasted by them having to 

guess and determine the correct loca-

tion.  This can be the difference be-

 

 There are many ways you 

can prepare your home and yourself 

to act appropriately in the event of a 

fire.  Installing smoke detectors in all 

hallways and bedrooms is a great way 

to start.  Check the battery often and 

replace it with a brand new one at 

least once a year.  Every October 

would be a good time to use Fire 

Safety Month as a reminder to insert 

new batteries into your detectors.  

Also, make sure they are cleaned 

every couple months for dust/etc.  

This will insure they will work properly 

when needed to do so the most.   

 Check your fire extinguishers 

to make sure they are properly 

charged.  They should be kept in easy 

to access areas of the house with at 

least one in the kitchen, most com-

monly kept under the kitchen sink.   

 It is also a good idea to make 

sure that everyone in the family 

knows how to properly use a fire ex-

tinguisher.  Knowing the proper way 

will also help reduce the risk of inju-

ries. 

 

tween helping someone escape or 

quicker containment of the flames. 

 A fire is easily preventable 

and having the knowledge of fire 

safety can play a major role in keep-

ing you and your family safe.  In our 

busy everyday lives, we often over-

look the simple things that we can be 

doing to help keep our families safe 

from a fire.  Please use not just this 

month, but any throughout the year, to 

communicate to your loved ones the 

importance of fire safety. 

******************************************* 

 Itôs that time of the year 

again!  At 2:00am on Sunday Novem-

ber 1, donôt forget to turn back your 

clocks one hour and enjoy the extra 

hour of sleep!  This marks the ending 

of Daylight Saving Time.  It will begin 

again on the second Sunday of 

March. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?  

2:00am was chosen to be the 

time to switch because most peo-

ple were home at that time and it 

minimized disruption.  Going back 

an hour would not make us go 

back into yesterday.  That time 

was when the fewest trains ran 

and it was late enough to mini-

mally affect bars and restaurants.  

Also did not disrupt churches or 

early shift work at factories. 
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Thank you to Ken Burkett for 

coming on October 11th to 

present his recent work on 

American Indian petroglyph 

site in northwest Pennsyl-

vania.  His presentation dis-

cussed various forms and lo-

cation settings, as well as 

theories of their origins.  

More information on petro-

glyphs of Pennsylvania can be 

found by clicking here !  

Thank you to everyone who 

helped out at our Work Day 

on October 3rd!!  We were 

able to accomplish the major-

ity of our list of items needed 

to be completed.  Some of 

these tasks involved changing 

light bulbs, staining, weed-

ing, raking leaves, pruning 

trees and bushes, nailing 

down loose siding, and dust-

ing animal mounts.  

Crooked Creek Environmental 

Learning Center took home 

first place at the Ohio River 

Watershed Annual Riverboat 

Cruise in the Outreach and 

Education category!!  A $500 

award was presented to Pam 

Meade who was representing 

the ELC!  Thank you to every-

one who helps make our pro-

grams possible each year!! 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 On the morning of Sunday 
October 4th, fire crews were called to 
the annex of the Environmental 
Learning Center from Bethel, Manor 
Township, Ford Cliff, and Kittanning 
Hose Company 6.  The fire was lo-
cated in the garage of the building.  
No one lives in the building at the cur-
rent time and we are pretty lucky it 

was not worse than it turned out to be. 

 Fire officials were unable to 
determine the cause of the fire.  There 
were not any electrical wires or outlets 
near where the fire had started and 
the garage had been closed up since 
anyone was in there the day before.  
We had our Work Day that Saturday 

and some work was done around the 
building then.  Everyone had left and 
the building was locked up just after 
2:00pm.  The fire crews were called to 
the scene at 8:28am Sunday morning 

after a passerby had noticed smoke. 

 Most of the damage sus-
tained was all in the garage.  A box of 

rope and a tire had burned along with 
some wood that was laying near there 
in storage.  A tire on a bike also 
melted.  A lawn tractor sat beside the 
location of the fire and was full of 
gasoline at the time, but did not catch 
fire or explode!  A hole was cut into 
the roof for ventilation with all of the 
smoke present.  A portion of the wall 
was also cut to ensure the fire was 
not spreading into the other parts of 
the building.  The damage inside the 
building was 
nearly all 
smoke dam-
age with some 
water damage 

in the kitchen. 

FIRE AT CROOKED CREEK ANNEX BUILDING 

to be made up) known as 

the fire started by Mrs. 

OõLearyõs cow! 

 

burned.  More than 73 

miles of roads, 2,000 lamp 

posts, 17,500 buildings, 

and $222 million in prop-

erty damage resulted from 

the blaze!  Popularly 

(though later determined 

Did you know that National 

Fire Prevention Week has 

ties back to the Great Chi-

cago Fire?  The event took 

place from October 8th ñ

October 10th, 1871.  

Nearly 4 square miles 
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